
in house paint and dirt
can hurt your child!

How does the lead in paint get spread
around my home?
Lead becomes dust and falls onto floors and other
surfaces inside, and onto the dirt outside.

Lead dust comes from old paint that is:
¥ chipped or peeling
¥ sanded or scraped
¥ worn down by sun and rain

How do I know if my child has lead poisoning?
The only way to know if your child has lead poisoning is for your child to get a
blood test for lead. Most children with lead poisoning donÕt look or act sick.

Young children get lead poisoning more often than older children. Lead is also
more harmful to them.

Talk to your childÕs doctor. Your child may need a blood test for lead poisoning. Most
children are tested at 1 and 2 years old. Some children over 2 also need to get tested.

How do children get poisoned from lead in paint, dust and dirt?
¥ By chewing and sucking on things with lead dust on them, like their hands and toys
¥ By chewing and sucking on painted surfaces, like window sills
¥ By breathing in lead dust
¥ By eating paint chips, dirt or mud

Does the paint and dirt at my house have lead in it?
If your home was built before 1978 it may have
been painted inside and outside with paint that
has lead in it. The dirt outside of these homes may
also have lead in it.
Have your paint and dirt tested for lead. Call
your local Lead Poisoning Prevention Program.
They can help you find someone to do these tests.

How can lead hurt my child?
Lead can harm your child's brain. Lead poisoning
can make it hard for your child to learn, pay attention
and behave.




